You can best address the regulatory bureaucracy one step at a time. ANR Publication 8333 helps you understand regulations, and this publication explains where to start with these regulations in relation to your agritourism enterprise. You can also learn more about other aspects of the agritourism business 3484 Agritourism and Nature Tourism in California (George and Rilla, 2005) .
"Agritourism" includes any income-generating activity conducted on a working farm or ranch for the enjoyment and education of visitors. This includes the interpretation of the natural, cultural, historical, and environmental assets of the land and the people working on it.
Agritourism helps you build supportive relationships with the consuming public both in rural communities and in agricultural areas on the urban fringe. Increased public interaction with area farms and ranches builds an understanding and appreciation for working landscapes that can help maintain or enhance natural resource values too. 
Meet with Agency Staff
It is critical you meet with representatives of every agency or department that might impact your enterprise. You can either call on each agency individually or visit with representatives of all relevant agencies in a "roundtable" or "predevelopment" meeting. Whatever your method, make sure that you and your county share the same understanding about codes and requirements. Listen carefully to objections and concerns. It is easier and cheaper to change your agritourism plans when you begin the process than it is to fight through appeals after you've spent time and money.
Submit a Complete Application
After you have researched the regulations likely to affect your enterprise, meet with key players and collect the required applications. You are ready to assemble and submit your use permit application package. You submit this package to the county planning department. A completed application package usually contains a written description of the type and nature of 1.
the existing and proposed uses
Regulations and Your Business: Where to Start
When you take this regulatory journey one step at a time, you'll find it much easier. Research the process, and then ask a lot of questions. The more you know in advance, the better questions you'll ask and the more prepared you'll be to prevent costly delays and difficulties.
Do Your Homework
First make sure that your county allows your kind of enterprise to operate in the designated land use zone. Start with a visit to your county planning department. Bring your assessor's parcel number, which can be found on your tax bill. It will help you identify which zone covers your property. You still need an application form for permitted-• by-right activities, though it will probably be quite simple.
If, however, you find your operation requires a use • permit, then you must learn all you can about the use permit application and approval process.
Ask for an application for your proposed • use and a fee schedule.
Ask about documentation that must be • filed with the application-maps, sketches, letters from fire district, water district, and so forth.
Ask about filing deadlines and application • approval procedures. Step One: Exploring the Permitting Process After you've determined that the county allows your planned activity and that you need a use permit, then your next step is to explore the permitting process ahead of you. Meet informally with the county planning department to discuss your plans.
Step Two: Submitting the Application and Forms After meeting with planning department and other agencies, use what you learned to complete the required forms. You must submit your use permit application and other pertinent documents to the planning department, along with an application fee.
Step Three: Making Sure It's Complete The planner assigned to your project makes sure your application is complete. California state law requires that the planner complete this step within 30 days of the proposal's submission. The planner will send you an "application notice" revealing your status: whether your application is complete and-if it is incomplete-what items must be submitted before processing can begin.
Step Four: Processing the Application The planner assigned to process your application sends it along with your plans and other material to county departments and agencies. They review, comment, and provide recommendations. If additional information is needed to fully assess your proposal's impact and conditions, the planner will request it of you.
Step Five: Notifying the Public Once it is determined your application is complete, the county planning department will send a notice to landowners near your farm or ranch. This notice will state the date, time, and place of a public hearing.
Step Six: Determining the Action At the public hearing, your application can be approved, approved with conditions, or denied. The zoning administrator will consider public testimony and any information or comments from relevant departments, agencies, and design review boards.
Step Seven: Appealing the Action The action of the zoning administrator is final unless appealed. If you appeal the action, you must file your appeal with the planning department within 10 calendar days from the date of the action. Check with your county's zoning counter personnel to learn about fees and the appeal process. • Make allies, not adversaries, of your local county officials.
• Ask questions and seek their advice.
• Take time to educate. Remember that few people actually understand how agriculture works.
• 
Permits, Licenses, and Your Business Plan

Estimate Permit and Licensing Fees
When you finalize your business plan, it is important you include the costs of permits and licenses. Most counties have fees associated with the permit application process. Licenses, too, often require yearly renewal fees.
Frequently, there is a fee that accompanies your permit application and another fee required for your public hearing. Fees usually change annually, often after July 1 (the beginning of the fiscal year for most counties). 
Estimate the Costs of Compliance
